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To the Editor of ihe Baltimore Week ly Magazine. 
SIR, 

CONSIDERING your -ufeful publication a 
receptacle for whatever tends to enlarge our 
fources of pleafure and amufement, as well as 
encourage the diffufion of every {pecies of know. 
ledge, | have thought proper to offer you a few 
remarks upon a favorite rhetorical figure, whofe 
beauties are not, perhaps, fufliciently admired : 
Iimean the figure Profipepaia, or Ferfonification : 
‘Lhey may be confidered as defeending too much 
to particularities, by fuch minute divifion of the 
fivure as are here treated upon ; but an atten- 
tive examination will fhew that fuch minutenels 
was neceflary to my plan of exhibiting the great 
dependence all the paflions have upon its ufe, 
for their developement and well reprefentation, 
in poetical compofition particularly. 

lerjonifcation may be clafled under three dif- 
ferent heads, partaking in the examples which 
each atlord, more of fublimity, pathos and beau- 
ty, than any other figure in the whole lift of 
thetorical ornaments. 

‘The fublime relates principally to inanimate 
things, reprefented as capable of action or com- 
preheafion. 

‘Lhe pathetic and beautiful are thofe in which 
the pailions or emotions of the mind occafion 
Perfonification of inanimate objects, or what 
are incapable of fpeech, fo far as their capabili- 
ty of liflening to and fympathifing with what is 
faid. 

‘This figure only furnifhes inftances of fubli- 
mity in that divifion of it which relates to ina- 
nimate objects, being reprefented as capable of 


action, &c. and many fine examples of it may | 


be found in the belt poets. 

Longinus quotes as a fublime paflage the fol- 
lowing lines from the Iliad ; it is eafily feen that 
it is Verfonification only from which it derives 
its fublimity. It is a defcription of the prefence 
of Neptune : 

Ficvee as be palt the lofty mountains nod, 
‘The torefts (hake, earth trembled as he trod 
And telt the tootfleps of the immortal God ; 


His whirling wheels the @lifly furtace fweep, 
Ti? enormous montters rolling o'er the deep 5 
Gambol around him en the wat'ry way, 

And heavy whales in awkward meafures playe 
The (ea fobfi ling, {preads a level plain, 
Fxults aud owns the monarch of the mao'n: 
The parting waves before his courfers fly, 
Tie wonderiag waters leave his axle dry, 





dife Loft, and they fall fhort, in my opinion, of 
' the one from Homer. 
Speaking of the Mefliah, after the celebrated 
battle of the Angels— 
At his command the uprooted hills retired 
Fach to his place: they heard bis voice and went 
Obfequious: Heav'n his worted face renewed, 
And with frei flow'rets hill and valley finiled, 
Thefe lines do not give that idea of terror fo 
requifite to the fublime, as thole of the Hiad— 
The following, however, from the fame poet, 
have more pretenfions to fublimity than the 


preceding :— 


So faying, her rath hand in evil hour, 

Forth reaching co che fruit, the pluck’d, fhe eat: 

Earth feltthe wound; and Nature from her fear, 

Sighing through all her works, pave Gigisof woe, 

Thac all was Jott, Par, Loft, Bookg. 

And again, when Adam is prevailed upon to 

follow the example of Eve, by tafling the for- 
bidden fruit, Milton rifes into the fublimity of 
his Perfoniication :-— 

She give him of that fair enticing fruit 

Wich liberal hand: He {crupled not to eat 

Againtt his better knowledge, not deceived, 

But fondly overcome by female charms, 

Harth trembled from herentrails, as again 

I) pangs: and Nature gave a feeond groan ; 

Sky bow'd and wurttering thunder, fome fad drops 

Wepcat completing of the general fin, 


B, 9. /. 99%. 
Here let me afk what other figures could be 








ufed, or in what language could the magnitude 
of the crime be more forcibly expreffed than in 
the preceding ? The Scriptures generally, but 
the Pfalms and Book of Job particularly, fur. 
nifh more and better examples of this divifion 
of the figure than any other compofitions, anf 
‘for this ftrong reafon ‘in favor of its fublimi- 
ty, that the Deity is the objeét—What can ex- 
ceed the grandeur of the idea refulting from the 


I recolle& but few inftances in Milton’s Para’ 
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ccemnani of God to the water :— 


« JPficherto fhalr thou come, but no further : and here 
fha}} thy proud waters be flayed” — 

And again, 

«“ In my diftrefs Tcalled upon the Lord and cried unto 
my God: He heard my voice out of bis Temple, and 
mv crv came before him—Then the earth fhook and 
trembled; thefoundations alfo of the hills moved & were 
fhaken becaufe he was wroth ’— 

“OO God when thou wentett forth before thy people, 
when thou didft march through the wildernefs, the earth 
fhook, the Heavens alfo dropped at the ptefence of God ; 

ven Sinai itfelf was moved at the pretence of God?— 

What other figure but that of perfonification could 
make us conceive the majelty and power of the Deity in 
fo forcible a manner ? 

‘¢ The waters faw thee, O God: The waters faw thee 


and were afraid : The depths alfo were troubled.”’ 


It is impoffible to quote the numerous inftances that e. 
very where occur in the Sacred Writings; the precedin 
are fuilicient to eftablith the fublimity of the hgure. 


In the fecond divifion, the Pathetic and Beautiful arife 
from many of the principal paflions and emotions of the 
mind, particularly Admiration, Love, Defpair and An 
ger, Sorrow, Fear, Shame, &c. accafioning Perfonifica- 
tion of inanimate objects, by fuppofing their capacity of 
Jitening and fympathifing with what js faid, 

It would feem ftrange that rational beings thould feri- 
oufly think of communicating their joys an! hopes, or 
give vent to their violent feelings, by addrefing what 
ihey are confcious does not comprehend fuch communica- 


tions. But tlrange as it may appear, the beary a « pro- 
priety of the figure are fuch, that [ willapo-:! © any 
one of common tafte, whether in reading the »* © whors, 
where it occurs frequently, they do not find, tht inltead 


of difgufting by it: apparent abfurdity, it has not al- 
ways acontraryeff ct?) Our natural pronenefs to focie- 
ty, and that {trong defire we have of moking orhers par- 
ticipate in joys or griefs, which is atually neceffary for 
our enjoyment, makes us have recourfe to per fonificati- 
on rather than bear the whole weight of what opprefles 
or delights us, confined to ourfelves. 


With refpe& to Admiration being a caufe of Perfonifi- 
cation, Milton has given a very beauriful example in the 
fpeech of Adam to the angel Raphael, defcriptive of his 
wonder at the creation— 


Thou Sun faid I, fair light 
And thou enlighter’d Earth, fo freth and gay ; 
Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods and plains, 
And ye that liveand move, fair ¢reatures tell, 

Tell if ye faw how came I here, how thus ? 


B.8. 


There is another example in the fame book, occafioned 
by the {ime caufe, admiration, which I think exceeds the 
preceding in dignity, though not in beauty—it is the ce- 
Tenead hymnp of our firit parents, wherein they invoke 
aljna:ure to join themin the admiration of the Deity— 


‘ ‘ 
Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of Cood, 
Almighty, thine this univerfal frame, 
Thus wond'rous fair— 
Tt being rather lengthy, and familiar to every one, I 
fhall not here tranferibe it, 





eS. + we 





I believe there are few inftances of Love beinrg a canfe 
of Perfouiication, unlefs it is combined with Grief or Dif. 
appointment; lL mean, no initance of any confequence— 
COffian, who excels in the ofe of this figure, and who ar. 
fords a ilrong proof bow appropriate to nature it is, “ives 
a good example of it, occationed by Love expecting its 
odject with anxiety -— 

Co/ma, Itis night: Tam alone, forlorn on the hill of 
ftorms. The wind is heard in the mountains. ‘The tor- 
rent fhrieks down the rock. Nohurt receivesme fiom the 
rain. torlora on the hill of the w nds. 

Rif Mono! from thy clouds! Siars of the night ap- 
pear! Lead me fome jight to the place where my love 
reits from the toils of the chafe ! But here 1 mutt tit alone 
by the rock of the mofly ftream, The {tream and the 
wind roar; norcan I hear the voice of my love—Ceafe a 
little while, O wind ! Stream be thou tilent awhile! Ler 
my voice be heard over the heath ; let my wanderer hear 
me, Song of Selma—1 Book, 

I cannot fay Tam fo partial to the ufe of the figure un* 
der this head—The language of Love is too mild to con- 
ceal its abfurdity in thet manner, which the viol.nce of 
unhappy paflions does— Lhe one has fomething of the fem- 
blance of aftectation—the other appears to be quite natu. 
ral, as our own daily experience will verify. 

Lord Lytrleton's celebrated ‘Sloveds is an alimoft con- 
tinued repetition of Perfonificarion, oceafioned by Love 
for his Lady and Grief for ber death—Shaw’s Monody on 
the fame fubject affords a fimilar example. 

When we reflect that the great ufe the former makes of 
it, proceeds froma caufe fo extremely natural, that we 
are inunediately affected by it; viz. the aflociation of 
ideas, the things he perfonifies caufes by their having been 
the objects of their joint admiration, and the fcenes that 
moft frequently witnefled their bappinefs, they cannot, in 
my opinion, favor of affectation, or come under a prece- 
ding remark on that head— 

Ye tufted groves! ye gently falling rills! 

Ye high o erfiadowing iills ! 

Ye lawns gay finiling with eternal green ! 
Oft’ have you my Lucy feen ; 

But never fhell you now behold her more ; 
Nor will the now with fond de lige 

And tafte refin'd, your rural charms explore. 


The nightingale was mute, 

And every thepherd’s flute 

Was caltin filent fLern away, 

While all atrended to her fweeterlay : 

Ye Jarks and linnets now refume your fong : 

And thou'melodious philomel 

Again thy plaintive ttory tell ; 

For Death has ftopp'd thar tuneful tongue 

Whofe mufic could alone your warbling notes ex- 
cell, 


Ob ! fhades of Hagley, where is now your boat? 
Your briyht inhabitant is loft, 
‘ M. > 
And again, in Shenftone’s Paftoral Ballad, difappoint- 
ed love exclaims— 





O ye woods fpread your branches apace, 
Fo your deepell recefles | fly: 

I would hide with the bealls of the chace, 
w ould vanifh from every eve, 






Defpair and Anger with forrow are particularly dep en- 
dant upon the figure for their well reprefentacign, which 
1 fhall nat attempt Co prove any other way than by quot- 
ing examples that will fufliciently fpeak for themicives. 

in that molt interefting of all Shakefpear’s plays, 
King Lear, the molt imereiting part is that where che old 
king is jut turned out of doors by his unnatural daveh 
ters, expoled to ali the inconveniences of a tempeftuous 
night—their brain is entirely poileifed with the ingrati 
tude of hig daughters, and hetakes no other notice of the 
raging of the elements than bv a fine perfonification of therm 
which difcever the fitaation and acutenefs of hig feelings 


ia a more powerful manners than oy any other pofliole 
means the poet could adopt.— 
Bl mov Ww tnds, &c. 


*» 


rain, wind, thunder, fire are my daughters ; 
I tax not vou ye elements with unkindnels ; 

] never give you kinzdoms,-called* you children ; 
You owe meno jubfeription, Then let fall 

Your horrible pleaiuce ; here I ftand your flave, 
A poor infirin, weak and defpifed old man ! 


But yer l call’d you fervile minifters 
‘}hat have with two pernicious daughters join'd 
Your high enzenter’d bartles, "gatait a head 


So old and white as this—Oh! Oh! tis foul Sint 

A folitary inhabliant of a forlorn and defolare iffand, 
accutomed for years to fre nothing but birds and beats, 
contracts a friendfhip for them, which would affect him 
confiderably at his departure, and to which he might open 
his bofom to exprefs his fears~or complaints, poetically, 
without appearing unnatural, Thus Philocetes in So- 
pliocles, being deceived by the crafty Ulyfles, through 
means of Neoptolemus, fo as to faffer them to get pof- 
feflion of his arrows, when they refufe to carry him any 
where but to according to premife, complains in 
all the bitteraef$ of Dilappointment, Anger and Defpair ; 


troy 


O ! mounsains, rivers, rocks and favage herds ! 
To you I fpeak, to you alone T now 

Mutt breathe my forrows : you are wont to hear 
My (adcomptaints, and L wil! tell you all 

That I have fauffered from Achilles’ fon : 

Who bound by folemn oath to bear me hence 
Tomy dear native toil, now fails for Droy. 
— lhave been betray'd— 

Ohimy poor hat! again {| come to thee 

Naked aod deflirute of food, once more 
Receive me here to die. 





Franklin's Soph, 

And again, when Ulyffes confents to leave him behind, 
but depriv d of arrows— ; 

Hear me ve wing'd inhabitants of air 

And vou who on the monntain’s love to feed, 

My favage prey whom oace ! could purfue ; 

Fearful no more of Philoctetes fly 

This hollow rock. 1 cannot hurt von pow : 

You need not dread*toenter here, alas! 

You now mav come, and in your turn regale ‘ 

On thefe poor limbs when ft thall be nom ore. 

M4 I. Scene WY. 

There is a beatiful example of Sorrow caufiay 

ification. in cue forewell addrefs of ve to Paratiie, up- 


t 
on heiny tol! by che angel Raphael that fhe ault leave it: 


° 
x Perlo 


Oh unexnested froke, worfe than of Death! 
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Thee native foil, thef: happy walks and fhedes 
Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to fpent 
Qniet though fad, the refpire of that day 

‘Loat mult be mortal to us both. O, flowers 
That never will in other climate grow 

My early vilitation and my laft, 

At even which | bréd up with tender rand 

From the firft opening bud, and gave you name ; 
Whe now thall rear you to the'fun, orrank 
Yourtribes and water from th’ ambrofial fount ? 
Thee laitly nuptial bower, by me adorned 

With what to fight or finell was fweet ; from thee 
How fhall | part and whither wander down 

Jnto alower world, to this obfcure 

Aud wild ; how fall we breathe in other air 
Lefs pure, accuftom’d to immortal fruits ? 
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Macheth’s addrefs to the vifionary dagger isa very fine 
Perioniication, and forcibly fhews the powerful manner 
in which the emotions of his foul could betray themfeives 
by introducing fuch a f{peech, 

Does not one behold difplayed in him, with a matter: 
ly hand, all the horrors of a perfon about to do fome 
murderous act, when hie concludes the fpeech above allud- 
ed to with 

Thou firm and well fet earth 
Hear not my iteps, &e ? 

The third and latt fpecies of Perfonification, which is 
by far the molt frequently ufed, Rill remains to be men- 
tioned. Mr. Blair treats of it but flightly. Dr. Lowth 
in his Lectures on the Sacred Poetry, feems however to 
think it of more confequence. The kind I mean is that 
where a fictitious character is afligned to an abftracted or 
general idea or fome quality of the mind, fo far as capa- 
bility of action or of being addrefled. Wecan fcarcely 
take up a poetical compofition that this does not occur, and 
it may be owing to that circumftance that we are not fo 
much ftruck with thefe inftances as with the other kinds 
of Perfonificarion— 

Collins’ Ode to the Paffions is one continued and ele- 
gant example of it, which being well known and rather 
lengthy, I fhall not tranfcribe here, Itisunnecefiary, I 
conceive, to make any remarks npon the examplcs— 
Their quotation will fufliciently anfwer the purpofe I 
have in view of eftablifhing the very great confeqnence 
of the Profopopxria—for the preceding ones and thole that 
follow, are undeniably fublime, pathetic and beautiful, 
which obviouily proceed from the ufe of this figure, Lon- 
ginus does not mention it at all, aud yet mcfiof bis ex- 
amples are occafioned by it, He points out numerous 
paflages from the Greek writers as fublime, but does nor 
go into that particularity which would develope the actual 
caufe of fuch fublimity. 
‘The following from Gray and 
third {pecies of Perfonification : 


Beattie will difcover this 


_ Wifdom in fable garbarray'd, 
Immers’d in vapt'rous thoug'ts profcund, 
And Melancholy, filent maid, 
With leaden eye, that loves the ground, 
Still on thy fteps arrend ; 
Warm Charity, the general friend, 
With Jultice to herfelf fevere, 
And Pity, dropping fott the fadly pleafing tear, 

. Ode to Adver fily 


Sufpicion hides her head, ™ 








Mufti Lihen leave thee Patadife? thus leave 






Nor dares obtiqnely gleaming eye-ball raife ; 
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Defpair, with gorgon figured veil oerfpread, 
Speeds to dark Phiegeton’s detelled maze ; 
Lo, ftartled at the heavenly ray, 
With {peed unwonted tndolence upfprings, 
And heaving, lifts bis leaden wings, 
And fullen glides away. 
Ode to Hope. 
In what manner could the fweet power of Hope be {o 
well deferibed ?) It would be ealy ro fay in common lan- 
guage that Hope relieves the mind from Defpair, &e. but 
remains for Perfonification tomake the pallage {ty iking 
interelling to the reader, 
Addifon, In his letter to lord Halifax from Italy, de- 
ferives in the compafs of a very few lines, the incltima- 
ble charm of Liberty, by the affiltance he receives from 
this fgure— 
Oh Liberty, thou Goddefs heavenly brighr 
Profufe of blifs and pregnant with dslight ; 
Eternal pleafures in thy prefence reign, 
And fmiling plenty leads the wanton train ; 
Fafed of her load sudjection grows more light, 
And Poverty looks cheerfylin thy fight ; 
Thou mak'tt the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Giv’it Pleafure to the Sun and Beauty to the Day. 


S 
U 
ly 


, 


I fhall conclude with one more example under this head, 
which ia my opinion is the fineft fpecimen compy fition can 
boalt of as to the power of the figure—It is Collins’ cele- 
brated Ode to Fear— 

O thou ! to whom the world unknown, 
With all its fhadowy fhapes is fhewn ; 
Who fee'ft appall’d th’ unreal fcene, 
While Fancy lifts the ©] between ; 

Ah! Fear! ah, frantic Fear! 

I fee, 1 fee thee near ! 

I know thy hurried ftep, thy haggard eye ! 
Like thee I ttart, like thee diforder’d fly, 
For lo, what 1 onttersin thy train appear ! 
Danger whofe limbs of giant mould 

What mortal eye can fix'd behold ? 

Who {talks his round, an hideous form ! 
Howling amid the n idnight florm, 

Or throws hi» onthe ridgy lleep 

Of fome loof: hanging rock to fleep : 
And with bim thoufand phantoms join’d, 
Who prompt to deeds accurs’d the mind : 
And thofe, the fiends who near ally’d, 
O’er Nature’s wounds and wrecks prefide; 
While Vengeance in the lurid air, 

Lifts her red arm expos’d and bare; 

Who, Fear, this gha(tly train can fee, 
And look not madly wild like thee ? 

Thus, fir, Ihave endeavored to place my favorite fi- 
gure to the greateft advantage in any poffible point of 
view, in the hopes that the namber of its admirers may 
be encrealed, This feeble eflay, however, may be at- 
tended with the good effeé& of inducing fome of your 
correfpondents to fecond me in the attempt to eflablifh the 
Profopopzia above all the other rhetorical graces of com. 
polition. A CORRESPONDENT, 





NORTH CAROLINA, «46 
he following premiums are offered for the culture of 
the following medical articles in this {tate ; 
For the Jarge(t quantity, not lefs than ten pounds, of 
Foxglove, ten dollars ; for the largeit quantity, not lefs 
than five pounds, of opium, twenty five dollars (to be 
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exhibited atthe next meeting of the fociety) for the lor. 
get q anit y, nor lefts than ton pounds of rhub rb, cx. 
hioited to the foci: ty intour years, thirty dollars ; for 
the largeit quantity of caltor oil, not lefs than five gral. 
lons, to be obtained without heat, ten dollars ; & for che 
largelt quantity, not lefs than fifty pounds, of Senna, ten 
deliars. Bach of which is to be of as good a quality as 
thot? articles ufually are when imported, and they mult 
be exhibired to the fociety accompanied by certificates on 
oath ; that ic is the product of one year, and cultivated 
by one perfon, The premiam wiil be paid in money 
and the articles will be purchafed at twelve and a hilf 
per centun advance of the ufual felling prices in New 

York and Philadelphia, ‘ 

‘ The Medical fociety of North Carolina, met in this 
city ou Monday lait, and clofed their meeting on Wednel. 
day. 

Doors Ofborne, Mitchel, Sibley, Armftead and French, 
Were admitted members, 

An eflay on the caufes, fymptoms and treatment of the 
gout and rheumatifin, was pretented by doctor J. Webb, 
of Hillfborough, which merited the frong commendation 
of the fociety. Dr. Webb alfo appeared as a Writer on 
the dyfentery (the fubje&t given at the laft annual weering 
for competition) with confpicuous merit. ‘The thanks of 
the fociety were awarded him for the zeal and talents 
dilplayed in his exertion for the advancement of the ob- 
jects of the inftirution. 

Mr. Charles Smith prefented himfelf as a candidate 
fer admiflion, was examined by the cenfors in the pre- 
fence of the fociety, and admitied a member, 

It was refolved, that the medical gentlemen of each 
diftrict within this f{tate, be invited to form themfelves 
into aflociations, to meet at fuch time and place in their 
refpective diltricts, us they may think proper, to confer 
on the means of promoting the objeéts of this fociery. 

The fociety propofe the Cholera Infantum asa lubje® 
for competition in the enfuing year, ard invite medical 
gentlemen to a communication of remarks on that difeale, 
at their next meeting on the firlt day of December next, 
The diflertation may be conveyed to the correfponding fe, 
cretary, at any period previous to the meeting of the fo- 
ciety, accompanied by a fealed letter, containing the 
name and place of refidence of the author, and inferibed 
witha motto, which fhall be the fame with thar prefixed 
totheellay. The letter of the facceisful candidate’ will 
be opened in the prefence of the fociety, and thole of the 
unfuccefsful ones deftroyed. 

Dottors Patteur,: Wheaton, Loomis, and Hand, were 
appointed to deliver eflays on fome medical fubjedis at the 
next annual meeting of the fociety. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the 
enfuing year. 


Prefident. Jon C. Ofborne, 
Vice Presidents. 

Thomas Mitchel, 

Richard Fenner, 
Cen/fors. 

James Webb, 

Jolin Sidley, 
Rec. Secretary, 

Sterling Wheaton, 
Corre/ponding Secretary. 

Calvin Jones. 
Treasurer. 

C, Maflenburg. 











An orrcinan ANECDOTE or SHENSTONE, 


SHENSTONE was one day walking through his ro- 
mantic retreats, in copany with his Delia (her real 
namewas Wilmot) they were going tow irds the bower 
which he made {rcred to the athes of Thompfon, our 
harmeniots countryman, * Would to Heaven, (faid 
Shenflene, pointing to the trees) that Delia could be 
heppy in the mht of thefe rufticavenues !’’—he would 
have gone on, but was interrupted, A perfon rufhed 
't, and prefenting a piltol to his breaft, de. 
manded his money, Sh. ve was furprifed and Delia 
fainted, ‘* Money, fays he isnot worth itrugeling for. 
You cannot be poorer thanlam, Unhappy man (favs he 
throwing him his purfe) take it and fly as quick as 
poiliole.” ‘The mandid to, He threw his piitol into the 
water, and in a moment difappeared, Sdzvflone ordered 
the footboy, who followed behind them, to purfue the 
robber at a dillance, and obferve where he went. In 
two time the boy returred, and informed his 
mafter, that he followedhim to Halés-Qwen, where he 
lived: that he weatto the very door of his houfe, and 
peepedthrongh the key hole; thatas the man entered, 
he threw the purfg on the ground, and addrefling Limfelf 
to his wife, © take (fays he) rhe dear bought price of my 
honetty ;—then taking twoot his children one on each 
knee, he faid to them, ** [have ruined my foul, to keep 
you from farving ;"? and immediately burtt into a flood 
You know how thistale of diftrefs would af- 
fect Shenflone, He enquired after the man’s charadter, 
and found that he was a liberer, hone({t and induftrious, 
but oppreiled by want, and a numerous family, He 
went tohis houfe, wherethe man kneeled down at his feet, 
andimplored mercy, Shenflone carried him home to affitt 
at the buildings & other improvements which made him- 
felf fo poor: andl am told when Shen/fione died, that 
this labourer wet his grave with the true tears of grati- 
tade. 

immortal benevolence ! the richelt gem that adorns 
the human foul! Without thee, kings are poor ; andin 
thy pofleflion, the beggar is immenfély rich, 


out of a Mick 


hanee 
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of tears. 
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REMARKABLE ¢fidis of JEALOUSYs 





«Small jealoufies, ‘tis true, inflame defire : 
** Too great, not fan, but quite blow out the fire.” 
J ? , 


JEALOUSY, above all other pafflions, is the molt vi- 
olent, and productive of the moft horrid effect ; for like 
a moniter, not appealed with the deftruction of irs ene 
emies. it frequently plunges a dagger in the brealt of the 
dearelt object of its love. 

The marquis of Aftorgas, the family of Oforio, indulged 
himfelf in an illicit intercourfe witha molt beautiful 
young woman. His wife on being informed of this in. 
trigue, went immediately to the houfe where her huf- 
band's miltrefs lived, & murdered her in the moft cruel 
manner, She tore her heart from her baiom, and took 
it home, ordered it to be hafied, and ferved up to her 
hufband for dinner. 

After he had caten it, fhe afked him if ir was good ; and 
on his anfwering yes, the faid, fhe was notin the lea(t 
furprifed, for it was the heart of his milfrefs, whom he 
fo dearly loved. At the fame time the drew from a cup- 
board, the bleeding head of his murdered favourite, and 
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rolled iron the table, at which this unhappy lover was 
ficting with feveral of his friends. 

itis wife immediately departed and tock refuge in acon- 
vent, where fhe foon afier vards went mad from rage and 


jealonfy. ; 

Alady having obtained an audience of John Il. king 
of Portugal, fhe addrefied him thas :—* Would your 
Majetty have forgiven my hufband, it he hed furprifed 
and killed me in theact of edultery ?” On the king’s an- 
fwering, that he certainly fhould in fuch cafe, the faid, 
“Then all is right, Sir, knowing well that my hufband 
was with another woman at one of my country houfes, 
I went ther accompanied with two flaves, to whom I pro- 
miled their liberty, if they would aflill me in my enter. 
prize ; and breaking open the door, | caught them in an 
improper fituation, and ftabbed them both to the beart, 
Thus did. I murder them. And now Sir, Idemand the 
pardon you would not have refufed my bufband, if I bad 
been guilty of afimilar crime,”’ The king aftonifhed at 
her refolution, immediately pardoned her. f 

A Portugefe gentleman, refident at Goa, fleeping with 
his wife at his fide, dreamt that fhe had granted the Jaft 
favour to her lover. 
and jealoufy, he {trangled her while the was yet afleep. 


N HUMAN MISERY. 


WHEN compelled by our fenfations, or called by pub- 
lic mifforrunes to the contemplation of individual or na- 
tional mik ry, the tranfition is natural to the confiderati- 
on ofhuman mifery in general, And indeed the inftances 
of individual mifery with which we are continually fur 
rounded are nothing but the detail of that melancholy 
aggregate of woe which involves the whole race of nen 
and is found co extenfive with the furface of the globe. 

Jn all ages of the world fo far as we know, the misfor- 
tunes and difficulties attending life, in every fituation 
have afforded a continual fubjeét of complaint, and the 
hiltory of mankind may with equal juftice and truth, be 
denominated cither a record of forrow and mourning, 
or violence and cruelty. If indeed we take a general 
view of the nationsof the earth, we happily find our 
faculties too limited and our conceptions too feeble for fo 
valt an object. Providence it feems in pity to our weak- 
nef, has only qualified us to fee and comprebend in fucce f+ 
fion fuch extenfive ond affective calamities, Were it 
otherwife, and were we by nature ensbled to fill the 
mind atonce with a fubject of fuch magnitude, I have little 
doubt but the effect would be productive of the moit fatal 
confeqnences. So many and fuch varied pictures of wretch- 
ednets would at once prefent them{elves as mult foon overs 
come every heart the leafl fulceptible of fympathetic tenfas 
tions, : 

But whether we reflect on the fimple infirmities peculi- 
ar to infancy orthofe more complicated in maturity, and 
arifing from aderangement of the mentalas well asthe 
animal {vftem, {till we may perceive even in the con- 
tracted {phere of an individual, enovgh to make us deplore 
the miferies co-exiftent with our being, or If we contem- 
plate the additional accidental maladies to which we are 
fubje% even ina healthy climate, & which vo prudence: 
or fagacity willenable us to guard againft, as well es 
the imbecilities of old age & folemn approaches of death, 
we fhell find abundant reafon to abate our pride and 
increale our humanity. But if we take a facceflive 


As foon as he awaked, full of rage 






es 











. providence 
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wew of the additional load of woe to which a large 
portion of ovr fellow creatures are fubject trom mere 
fiivation fome inceflantly feeling the relaxing hearts 
ofa vertical fan, others cordemned to traverfe the 
bleak plains aaa gloomy forefts of the polar circle — 

here the noxieus and debilitating powers of a burning 


climate render the inhabitants too Ia nguid and fecble 
for mainly exertions, and alinoit as peflive as the vegera- 
ble fulfitaness ; there the unabating rigours of endiefs 


vinter congeal the turgid b lood, and render the man 


hardly more fatcepti ible of anv fenfition whatever than 


sre the oaks of the toreft in which he inhabits. Liay when 
we take thefe additions into confideration, we may fay 
$ f 


without having recourfe to the mi iferies produced by 
yranny anda thouland other sabi te S effe cts of negli- 
rm nee or erroneous vo lition, that pain and fo rrow are our 
portion, and even congenial with our prefent exitence, 
Some who have an extenfive opportunity ot obfery 
ing how far deg rees of happinefs or milery were anuex- 
ed to particular fituations in humen life, as weil as ex 
perienced a variety of torcune themlelves, have at lait 
concluded there was no real happinefs under the fun, but 
that what is generally fo denominated is nothing but a 


; = 





tran‘iene oblivion of that unabating paiaer aaxiety to 

which bamannature is continually furnje ét. 

dn this principle they endeavour to account for that 

ini fitidte “ea. fperity in men to fuch fpecies of fenfuality 

a3 either by the exquilite | pleafire they aiford, on upifying 
wnfeanences, induce a tranfient forgeifulnefs of that op- 

we (ive load of woe that in every Rage of life is their con. 

itant companion. 

This, fay they, impels the inhabitants of nortbren 

rate tothari mmoder ate love of {trong liquors, and con- 


e 
. 


equent intoxication, which is the diitin guifling character- 





iiiic of thofe people. and which feems to be the princi- 
pal vice capable of affording a tranfient alleviation to 
thofs pec line hardfhips to which their uncommonly ri- 
gerous deftiny has condemned them. And though this 


remedy is fu r lefs }nown to the inhabitants of fouthern 
latitudes. the reafonis evident, that heat of climate and 
confeguent reloxation, of itfelf fufficiently inclines to 
forgetfilnefs and repofe, wi hout the aid of artificial {tu- 
sire ”. Nor are the feeble exhaulted frames of thefe 

-aple capable of enduring fuch remedies, but feck re- 
tet from th © ci ntinual pain of theu £ ht to which th- y 
are equally fubje& with their breth:en of the nerth, in an 
uaime sping and cnildith gallantry. 

But whether we conclude that human nifery ad mits 
jatermiffion, and there are real intervals of hay opine ls eX 
perienced by every one, or believed that uninterropt “ 
pein and frrow is the un happy lot of man in time, 
there is andoubtedly an infinitely better remedy for our 
gioumy fitaation than corpore: al or fenfual pleafares ; 
at leaft for all thofe who believe in a fur eriniending 
the immortalicy of the foul, and a future 
fiate of retridetion. . 

As a proof of this we may prodnce the uniform 
tetimony of all thofe who have fought confolation 
againit deen affliction in a fincere penitence and hum- 
ble reliance on their creator, and who have conftanrly 
te tified that they were never d ifappointed or forfaken, 
bot bave found on many occafions an elevation of foul 
arifing from the fenfe of fupernatoral aid that enabled 
them not oulyto bear with fortirade the afflictions of 
time in cencral, bur in innumerable inflances to triumph 
over the moft exguifite torments and even the appear- 
ance of death i:fell. 


e 


} Whereas nrorg the vaft numbers who endeavor to 

obliterate atl fenfe of mifery by inte xicationp, or avoid 
refledion by immerfing in fenfual plealures, I never heard 
of one- who found any permanent relief from his un. 
happy fixuation, nor 4 A aL feem potable or confit- 
ent with the {tate of our being. 

But on the contrary, the ‘drunkard awakes from his 
‘tranflient oblivion to a keener fenfe of his mifery, and 
an increafirg vneal finefs in the confiant intruding atten. 
dant of unlawtul aad criminal pleatures. 


Tie sacredness of TRUTH exemplified in. the hijia- 
ry of REGULUS, that honorable Roman. 


Marsus Attilic Regulus, wasa general in the Roman 
Republic. The Romausurder the command of Regulus, 
had gained many victories; and the Carthegen‘ans, 
dejed ted by 1 ‘neated deteats, hired mercenaries trom 
Greece to affilt their caule. With thefe there eame Man- 
tippus who did not appear to have g: sined any reputation 
in the armies of his own counry. Fis difcourfes foon 
attracted the notice of the Carthagenians He promifed 
them difcipime ard victory ; and by a decree of the fenaic, 
he was appointed to the fupreme commund. t'e 
watched for a favorable momenr, ard at lenpth conceiv- 
ing it arrived, he det ert — to give battle to the Ro- 


lan army. With this , he took the advantace of 
the ground, and made i meee iry difpofitions Regu. 
lus, inclined to fecond the wiihes of XNantippus, drew 
upthe Romans in array of battle. In this arrangement 
he is faid to bave committed a material error. 


a 


Xa antipprs becan the attack, aud in a fhort time the 
main boéy where Regulus commanded was broken through 
andthe Roman army put to flight. Regulus remained 
upon the field with five bundred men, where he was foon 
furrounded, and at lergth taken prifoner. It was the 
firft time a Roman genera! had ever been taken alive in 
battle by the enemy. the victors marched to Car- 
thage, and Regulus iellowed. Here he long endured 
the hardthips of a rigerous captivitv.—They gave him 
but juft food enough to prolong his miferies ; and to 
render life infupportable, they expoled him to the pub- 
lic feorn ‘nother engagement fuon after tock place, 
in which the Carthagemans lott a confiderable number of 
men. Among thefe were many illuftrious citizons, whom 
the Romans made prifoners. The ill fortune of the 
Carthagenians daily increaled. A fecond detest happen- 
ed; another, and another (till fucceeded, their beft 
officers were in the hands of the Remans; and they 
fent Reenlus to Rome to nesociate an exch ange of pri- 
foners, or to treat of peace. Thev trufted that the 
miferies which hehad endured inthe dungeons of Car- 
thage, would induce him to give his warmett fup- 
porttoa meatrre that was to reitore bim to Rome and 





liberty. Before he de part ed they gave him to wn- 
derftand, that if the propofals which they ordered him 
to make fhould not be acecpred, a dearh of torture a- 


waited him on his return,——When Reeulus arrived 
in the fuburbs of Rome, it was fome time before he 
would enter the gates of the city. “ It is contrary to 
the laws, {aid he ««for a foreigner, as I am. to enrer 
within the walls of the city. My misfor ‘tures have made 
mea flive to the Carthagenians ”’ he fenate at length 
affembled, and Peeulus made the Heer is with which 
: 





—~ a 
Chi i e spony 


he was char ged TI he mod ely w ih whi 
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exprefled his fenfe of the low flate to which he was fallen. 
When he had finifhed, it was with difficulty he could be 
prevailed on to remain in the fenate; and only in obedi- 
cace toihe repeated orders of the Conicript Fathers, tuat 
when it came to his turn, as amember of that euguit af- 
fembly, he delivered his own opinion. He {poke againtt 
the propofals which the Carthagenians had deputed him 
to mike. The Senate determined to reject them ; and 
now the moment of trial was come for Keaulus, and for 
his country, The Joatifex Maximus declared that he 
might remain in Rome without incurring the guilt of 
perjury. llis wife and children with tears and la- 
mentations conjured him to ftay; andthe people joined 
ju the prayer. It was eafier for a whole people to be 
treacherous, than for Regulus to be falfe He knew 
the punifhment that awaited him at Carthage, bat ftern 
and inflexible, he preferred his duty tohis fafety ; and 
his countenance, which upon his arrival exprefled a thon- 
fand mixed emotions, was ferene and ferrled at his de- 
parture. Upon his return at Carthape, he feemed to 
enter it with triumph, It was in vain that inventive 
cruelty prepared the torture.--ll¢ filed ar her impo- 
tence ; and the vuihappy Chief, who had courted virtue 
thoughout life, in death was not inconitant with her, 


ON HUMAN HAPPINESS, 

MUCTI has been faid at diferent periods of the world 
on this fabject, many exprdiemts have neen formed by 
ingenious {pecularilts for the attainment ef this fublunary 
felicity, various have been the plans propofed to iacilitate 
the acquilitionof this phantom of the imagination; as if 
it were poflible for the powers of the human intellect to 
remain flationary under any firuation we can be placed in, 
Corporeal gratilications we all know are of tranfient du- 
ration, and many of them, even thofe accounted the moft 
exquifitely pleafing, not only fatiate, but difgult and lan- 
guor fucceed. 

Intellectual enjoyments, which certainly the moft allur- 
ing, are evanefcent and fleeting ; feldom affording that 
pleafing gratification which our fanguine expectations 
vainly anticipated, It may naturally be demanded,what 
is the caule of this grievous diféppointment. When we 
enquire why the mind ‘never enjovs unmixed felicicy in 
this {tate of exittence, the principal reafon appears to me 
to be this, tict we often promife ourfelves greater de- 
grees of bappivefs than the nature of things poflibly can 
beflow ; when weare in purfuit of any promifing gratili- 
cation, we generally contemplate it in an abitract fenfe, 
as not being conne@ed with contingent concomitants, 
Though we readily grant that all human joys are imper- 
fect, and we areapttoenrertain a meutal refervation in 
favor of our own fagacity and prudence ; and that men 
fruitrate the end of gratification by fome injudicfous ma.- 
nagement for which they are ouly culpable ; bat which 
we truft our nicer judgment would turn to a better ac- 
count, 


The various means by which the vanity of man de- 
ceives him, and counteracts even his bef re iolations, are 
fo numerous that no perfon in any degree acquainted with 
himfelf will deny that, on many occafions has conceived 
thoughts of his own fifperior prudence and difcrerion, 
that he would be afhamed to own. From thefe miflaken 
cenclufions in our own faver, we are led to fourm fal. 
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laciows notions of the nature of liuman happinefs, From 
entertaining falfe notions of buman felicity in the enjoy- 
ment of the various pleafures that the Goel of Nature has 
wifely provided for us, men have been Jed to pronounce 
all things vanity and vexation of {pirit. “his confeiliou, 
thongh from the wifeft of men, does not appear to me 
to be grounded ona rational judginent or a juit eltimate 
of the grand fcheme of the Creator ot all things, who 
could not provide any thing which was not ulumarely 
wife and good. If we prelerve ourfelves untainted by 
vice, which is conftantly holding forth its ilintive joys, we 
mav find in the saaeevakal our leifure moments harmlefs 
amufements that will leave ne fing behind them, Youth, 
full of gay thoughts and pleafing expectations, imagine 
that they will findin a full fcope of exquifite gratificati- 
ons, as much heppinefS ina few months as in the grada- 
tion of human plcafmes are experienced in a whole age. 
Thus deluded by his own vanity he ruthes into every fceve 
of diilipation, ruins his conttitution and fortune, and often 
in the end falls by his own hand.—But if on the other 
hand we cultivate the habits of virtne, we {ball not in the 
end have a jult caufe todeclare that all is vanity and that 
ite is a bubble. Innocent pleafures willbe the attendants 
of virtue, as pain, remorfe and mifery, are the natural 
confequences of vice. 
ANECDOTES. 

Major-General in the Praffian fervice, which was 
an able officer, and a man of merit, was obferved tre. 
quently to {peak in very ftrong terms of the bleflings of 
liberty, and the humiliating chains of defpotifin. . This 
being reported to the king, Frederick wrote to him.— 
‘Monf. Major-General, I muft beg that you will no 
Jonger continue to play the part of Brutus in my do- 
mains; or, otherwife, I fhall be obliged to confpire 
againft your liberty.’ 








OLD Johnfon the player, who was not only a very 
good Aor, but a good judge of painting, and remarka- 
ble for making many dry jokes, was thewn a picture, done 
by a very indifferent hand, but much commended, and 
afked his opinion of it, ‘* Why, truly, (faid he,) the 
painter isa very good painter, and obferves the Lord’s 
commandments.” ‘ What do you mean by that, Mr. 
Johnton ?”? faid one who flood by. “ Why [ think, 
(anfwered he,) that he hath not made to himfelf the like» 
nefs of any thing that isia Heaven above, orin the Earth 
beneath, or in the waters under the Earth.” 





A LITTLE TALE. 
At a tavern one night, 
Mefirs. Moore, Strange, avd M’riz*?, 
Met to drink, and goed thoughts to exchan 
Savs Moore, * of us thee, 
‘¢ The whole town will agree, 
“« There is only one kna e, and that’s Strange !” 


ge: 


“Yes, (fays Stranze, rather fore,) 
“1 am fire there's one More, 
“* A moft terrible knave and 2 bite, 
“* Who cheated his mother, 
‘* His filter and brother’ — 


“O yes replied Moore, that is Wright,” 


This Magazine will in future appear every 


Wednefday. 



















INDEPENDENCE, 


ITAIL! Independence, hail ! Heaven's next bell pift, 
‘Yo that of ‘ite and an immortal foul ! 

"The life of life ! that to the banquet high 

And fober meal gives taille ; to the bow’d roof 
Fair-dream'd repofe, and to the cottage charms, 
Of public Freedom, hail, thou fecret fource ! 

W hote {treams from every quarter covfluent form 
My better Nile, that nurfes human life, 

By rills from thee reduc'd, irrigorous, fed, 

The private field looks gay, with nature's wealth 
Abundant flows, and blooms with each delight 
That nature craves, Its happy mafter there, 
The only Free-man, walks bis pleafing round : 
Sweet featur’d Peace attending; fearlels truth ; 
Firm Refolution; Goodnefs, blefling all 

That can rejoice ; Contentment, ferett friend ; 
And, {lill freth flores from nature’s book deriv'd, 
Philofophy, companion ever new. 

Theie cheer his rural, and faftain our fire, 

When into action call’d his buly hours. 

Mean time true judging moderate defires, 
Economy and iaite, combin’d, direct 

His clear affairs, acd from debauching fiends 
Secure his little kingdom. Nor can thofe 

Whom fortune heaps, without thefe virtues, reach 


‘That truce with pain, that animated eafe, 


That felf-enjoyment fpringing from within ; 
That Independence, aétive or retir'd, 

Which makes the foundeft blifs of man below : 
Bur, loft beneath the rubbifh of their means, 
And drain’d by wants to nature all unknown, 
A wandering, taltelefs, gaily wretched train, 
Tho’ rich, are beggars, and tho’ noble, flaves, 


Americans ! let not corruption fly 
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ELEGY ON A QUID OF TOBACCO. 


















































[T lay before me, onthe clofe graz’d grafs, 
Befide yon path, an ald Tobacco Quid ; 
And thall L let the mute advifer pats, 
Without one ferious thought ! No, Teaven forbid ! 


Perhaps fome idle drunkard threw thee there, 
Some hufband, fpendthrift of his weekly hire ; 
One who for wife and children takes no care, 
But fits and tipples by the ale houfe fire. 
And lucklefs wag the davs he learnt to chew ' 
Embryo of ill, the Quid chat pleas’d him firit, 
Thirity trom that unhappy Quidhe grew, 
Ther, to the ale houfe went to quench his chirft. 


So great events from caufes fhall arife— 
The toreft oak was once anacorn feed: 

And manya wretch from drunkennefs who dies, 
Owes all his evils to the Indian weed. 


Let not temptation, moral, ere come nigh— 
Sufpedct fome ambufly in the parley hid— 

From the ficlt kif; of love ye maidens fly ! 
Ye youths avoid the frit Tobacco Quid, 


oa “5 OM 
Perhaps I wrong thee, O thou veteran Chaw, 
And better thoughts my mufing fhould engage, 

“+ ’ . -” a » 
That thou wert founded in fome toothlefs jaw 


“he 1 ‘hane olitar ’ 
Phe joy, perhaps, of folitary age, 


One who has fuifer’d fortune’s hardeft knocks, 
Poor, and with none to tend on his grey hairs, 
Yet has a friend in his Tobacco box, 
And whuilit he rolls his Quid, forgets his cares. 


Ev'n fo it is with human happinefs — 
Fach feeks his own according to his whim : 
This toils for wealth, one fame alone can blefs, 
One afks a Quid—a Quid is all to him. 


O vet’ran Chaw ! Thy fibres favory flrone, 





‘T'wine round your hearts indiffoluble chains ! Whilit aught remsin'd to chew, thy mafter chew’'d : 

The fteel of Brutus burit the grofleér bonds Then caft thee here when allthy juicewasoone, 

Cefar calt o’er Rome ; but ftill retain’d Emblem of felfifh man’s ingratitude! ~  ” 

The foft enchanting fetters of the anind. 

And other Crfars rofe. Determin’d hold A happy man, O calt-off Quid, is he 

Your Independence : for, that once deftroy’d, Who like a3 thou hatt comiorted the poor ; 

Unfounded Freedom is a morning dream, Happy his age who knows himfelf like thee.’ 

That flits erial from the fpreading eye, Thou didil thy duty—Man can dono more 
seeeeenmmmannsenauaicnnsdadddataaemen ip , 
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